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THE EARLY YEARS 
 
I like to think that my route into hockey was unique. I was born in Manchester in 
1932 and moved to Twickenham in 1937. I first attended Twickenham Prep School 
and then, what is now, Hampton Boys School, where cricket, football and athletics 
were the main sports. I left school at 17 and then went into National Service with the 
Royal Air Force at age 18. It was during my second year of service, in 1952, that I 
was introduced to the game of hockey. 
 
I was stationed at Titchfield near Southampton, and I remember there being an 
abundance of hockey sticks in one of the sheds. A few of my comrades were 
accomplished hockey players. We found a flattish piece of ground to play on and  
cobbled together a team. With the minimum of coaching, we were good enough to 
play army units in the locality. We had a lorry at our disposal, and this served as a 
taxi to take us to matches.  
 
If you played sport, which was organised on a Wednesday, you had that afternoon 
off, so hence the interest in starting a hockey team. Of course, the team needed 



training and exercise so if we weren’t engaged in a match or hockey practice, we 
would go on a ‘cross country run’. This took us out of the back door of the camp, 
straight down the road into Fareham, up the stairs into the cinema and back in time 
for tea! I played one season before my I completed my service and returned home.  
 
When I joined the RAF, I started training to be a company secretary and, aged 18, 
was sent to Egypt to take the position of a pay clerk. What a time that was. I 
represented the station team in cricket, playing four days a week and travelling 
through the canal zone in Egypt. 
 
I returned to England in 1951 and joined the Seven Sports Club, formed by a group 
of Hampton school boys and girls from Twickenham County Girls School three years 
earlier.  It was based in St Margarets. The sports played were cricket, netball, 
rounders and mixed hockey. The latter section was added by a handful of Thames 
Valley Boys and Twickenham County Girls around 1949-1950.  
 
 

 
 

 
TEDDINGTON HOCKEY CLUB 1954-1994 
 
Between 1953 -1954, I joined a firm in the city as an accounts clerk where I trained 
to be a company secretary. The chief accountant there was Ernie Nunns. Every 
Christmas they had a cocktail party and it was here that I got talking to Ernie about 
hockey. He was then captain of Teddington 4th XI and he invited me to the trial day at 
the club. I had reservations as I didn’t know if I would be good enough, but he 
encouraged me to come along and see. As he was my boss, I thought it a good idea 
to do as he suggested.   
 
Sam Bannister, another old Hamptonian, who was a 2nd XI player then persuaded 
me to come as his guest to the next practice day. When Ernie asked if I was going to 
join the club, I said no as the subscription fee, which was then three guineas, was 
too much.  
 
I then reconsidered as I thought that it would be good for my business career and so 
in 1954, I became a member of Teddington Hockey Club.  To my surprise, I shot 
straight into the 2nd XI team. At the time, there were five teams with an occasional 
six. A bit of brute force and ignorance was my skill set and it seemed to work, 
eventually taking me to the captaincy of the 1st XI team.  In the end, I played for the 
club for forty years, eventually retiring in 1994. This was all down to Mr SAG 
Bannister (who ended up being best man at my wedding) and Ernie Nunns, my then 
boss. 
 



 
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
The selection process in those days was much different from today. A meeting was 
held every Monday evening and when the teams had been selected, a postcard was 
put in the post. The players would get the postcard on Wednesday to say where they 
were playing even though they knew because we all had fixture cards. I still have a 
collection of mine in the loft.  
  
If the game was cancelled, which wasn’t very often, you used the telephone to 
contact players.  Many years later, the system changed and you were pre-selected 
on one Saturday for the next.  
 
 
THE CLUB AT BUSHY PARK 
 
I can’t remember when we started playing on AstroTurf but I know that when it came 
in, I thought it was the best thing. It transformed the game. If you didn’t have speed, 
you still had ball skills to do the work for you. It was a higher standard by ten years 
than playing on grass. 
 
However, in the old times, when Teddington Hockey Club was based at Teddington 
Cricket Club in Bushy Park, there was much more of a sense of community.  If the 
teams had been playing away, they would all come back to the club where they 
would find the fire burning in the hearth. I have many fond memories of that old 
clubhouse. At its peak, everybody would be there after their Saturday matches, and 
the bar would be heaving. We had countless dinners and club suppers in there. 
There was always something going on.   
 
We would take turns in serving at the bar. At the end of the evening, the spirits and 
cash would be hidden under a trapdoor behind the bar, covered by a bit of carpet. 
You wouldn’t get away with that now, but they were different days back then.  
 

 

 
 
 

MEMORABLE GAMES 
 
 
John Woodbridge was captain when I got selected for the 1st XI. This was around 
1958. John was a good 20 years older than me. Teddington Hockey Club were one 
of the weaker teams at that time and our big rivals were Southgate, Old 
Kingstonians, Hounslow, Hayes, Richmond, Surbiton and Wimbledon. 



 
In 1961-64, when I was captain, we were playing against Southgate (one of the top 
teams) and at half time they were 4-0 up. Their captain, John Broadley, was vocally 
selecting his team for the following Saturday, castigating his players as our striker, 
Hemsley, scored one goal after another to make a hat trick. We finished the game 
with a 4-4 draw. Talk about counting your chickens before they are hatched.  
 
 
Another memorable game against Old Kingstonians in Hampton Wick was when 
they defeated us 9-0. That was the heaviest defeat we ever suffered. However, credit 
where credit is due. They were a very accomplished team.  Whilst attending 
Kingston Grammar School, they had at their disposal what was called The Cage. 
Bigger than a tennis court, and with a flat hockey surface with no markings, whoever 
wanted to play went into the cage. There were 2 or 3 balls only and it was each man 
for himself. They taught themselves dribbling skills by capturing and keeping the ball 
and as a result became proficient dribblers. It was very difficult to get the ball away 
from them.  
Teddington Hockey Club, on the other hand, had no training or practice sessions at 
all.  
 

 
 
TRAINING AND HOCKEY PRACTICE 
 
On one occasion, I spoke with the boys at the bar and said that as our short corners 
were poor, we should organise a training session and practise them. We arranged to 
meet the following day. Only one player appeared and so we were unable to 
accomplish very much. We never did get practice going and none of the teams did 
any physical training. We turned up, played a match, went home, turned up the 
following week and that was it. Nowadays, it is a three or four day-a-week job.  
 

 

 
VETS HOCKEY 
 
I played for most of the teams, except for the 3rd XI, on the way down from the 1st XI 
over the years, and I inevitably progressed to the Vets’ team. 
 
In 1986, I played in the Vets World Cup. We practised against the ‘bigger’ teams 
beforehand, which served us well.  
 

 
 

 



World Cup squad in 1986 
 

 
 

Mike Savage is seated middle, front row 
 
We made it to the semi-finals where we met Barca, a Barcelonian team, but it went 
to penalty strokes. The rule was that if you took the stroke before the whistle, you 
forfeited that turn. Anyway, one of the Barcelonians took their stroke before the 
whistle and was given the chance to take it again, scoring and thereby securing the 
win for Barcelona.  The match referee was aware that the second stroke should have 
been disallowed, but he declared that interfering with the umpires on-field decisions 
was not part of his duty, so he didn’t step in. That decision cost us the match and, 
who knows, potentially the title of World Champions.  
 
Interestingly, Barca invited us to their Christmas hockey festival for two years after 
that World Cup competition and we beat them both times. They didn’t ask us back 
the third year! 
 
In 1994, we had better luck and won the Vets Clubs’ Cup. It was my final swan song 
for the Vets team. Being the oldest member of the team, and a strategic asset to the 
team because of my senior years, I was selected and then favoured with a few 
minutes on the pitch. I went out on a high and with a trophy. What a fitting end to 40 
years of glorious hockey.  
 
‘Mike Savage was one of the group that kept the club going in some difficult times in 
the 50’s and 60’s, and along with several others was very supportive in many ways 
to the 1st XI throughout the 70’s and beyond. 
He was an important member of our vets World Cup squad in 1986, and one of the 
few who played in all seven of our matches.’ Peter Domone 
 
Mike Savage lives in Hampton and can be seen pitch side from time to time, 
supporting Teddington Hockey Club. 
 

 


